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Welcome!  This class will be focused around many different topics that include writing, technology integration, and so much more!  Along with basic academic skills, you will learn about caring for others, responsibility for his/her actions, and learning to work cooperatively.  I look forward to working with you and having a successful year.
 

Course Description

In this semester long course students will explore different types of technology and computer programs that will be integrated to other subjects in school.  Journalism, writing, and research will be used side by side with the latest programs and software available to Northwest students.

Course Objectives and goals

· New technology and programs will be integrated into the writing process

· Build experience with the writing process from beginning to end multiple times during the semester

· Support writing standards of the Utah State Core which includes writing, revision and editing, process of inquiry, and written communication of writing.

· Publish student writing using a variety of genres

· Learn multiple writing techniques including informative, argumentative, and narrative writing
· Identify different types of writing used in today’s social networks and understand the effects of writing in the media.

More and more emphasis is being placed on one’s ability to write. In middle school, students will be learning proper methods of journal writing and improve skills focusing on paragraphs, dialogue, letter writing, and poetry.
 

 Course Materials 
A variety of course materials will be used throughout the semester. Students will learn how to research and find certain materials online and printed text. Netbooks, iPads, and desktop computers will be used daily.  Please read the Northwest Policy on Netbooks, iPods, and Other Things Digital to understand and discuss with your student their responsibilities that go along with the technology.

Daily materials should include a pencil, planner, writing journal, and homework/current assignments.  A writing journal will be provided by the teacher for student use.
Format and Procedures

Students will work independently and in small groups throughout the course. Homework can be given 2-3 times a week and will include multiple types of writing and research.  Based on the objectives of this classroom, grades will come from the writing process as a whole.  Students will receive credit for the five-step writing process which includes pre-writing, writing, rewriting, editing, and publishing.

Course Requirements

To be a successful student in this class you are required to:

· Be in your seat when the bell rings

· Attend class each day

· Have your pencil and journal with you everyday

· Come prepared with homework, late work is accepted with an excused absence
· Follow classroom rules outlined during the first few weeks of the semester

· Follow Northwest policies relating to dress, behavior, attendance, gum, and electronic devices

Discipline, Behavior, and Tardies

Citizenship Grades are based on attendance, tardies, and behavior.  Cheating/plagiarism will not be tolerated in this classroom and will result in a loss of points for the assignment or test.  Three or more tardies will result in an N, and six or more tardies will result in a U in citizenship.

School definition of on time: Students are considered on time when they are in their assigned seat when the bell starts ringing and should be marked as tardy if they are not.
 
 
Citizenship Grade:  H= Honors     S= Satisfactory     N = 3 tardies per quarter     U= 6 tardies per quarter
Grading Procedures

Students will receive points based on participation, projects, and mostly writing assessments. Major writing assignments will be 50% of a student’s grade, participation and day to day projects make up the other 50% of a  grade.  Parents and students may access student grades by using PowerSchool upon setting up a password using your student ID number.  PowerSchool is available via the school website.
Students are allowed to make-up work with excused absences.  Make up work will be completed on an individual basis.  If a student is marked with an unexcused absence, he or she will not receive credit for the assignment missed.

Grade Scale

90-100% - A
80-89% -   B

70-79% -   C

60-69% -   D

Below 59% - F 

Please sign below to indicate that you have received and read this document.

Parent Signature______________________________________________ Date___________________

Student Signature______________________________________________

Student Name (printed)________________________________________ Period________________
Dear Parents,








Our journalism class will be watching/discussing parts of the movie Shattered Glass.  This movie is based on true facts of a journalist that fabricated his stories.  The movie is rated PG-13.  The following link will give you more information about the movie http://www.commonsensemedia.org/movie-reviews/shattered-glass.  Parents need to know that this movie has some strong language and references to drug use.  Many of these parts will not be shown. Another movie we will watch in class is Freedom Writers.  Freedom Writers is based on a group of high school students that learn how to write to express themselves. The movie review at http://www.commonsensemedia.org/movie-reviews/freedom-writers notes some adult language and a shooting.  These parts of the movie will not be shown. Concepts of this movie align with the writing standards our students have learned this year and confirm the damaging effects of plagiarism and cheating.  Teacher led discussions will occur during and after the movie.
Thanks,

Mr. Dallin Miller

________Yes my child may watch the Shattered Glass

________ Yes my child can watch Freedom Writers
________No, I’d like my child to be outside of the room doing something else during that time.

Parent signature____________________________________________ Date_____________
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